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LONGAN BASKET

By Kunnika Cherdchai, Niran Sirikan

Prasert Sukaseam and Amornrat Swatditat

ABSTRACT

Two types of bamboo, Sang and Srisuk, are used to make longan
baskets. There is a minor difference in the process and cost of pro-
ducing these baskets. The highest compressive strength of a basket
made of Srisuk bamboo was found to be 142 kg, and that of Sang bamboo,
only 63 kg, The study has further revealed that the strength could be
increased by vertical reinforcement with bamboo clumps or pieces.

This results in compressive force being raised up 2 to 4 times, depend-

ing on the type and size of bamboo used.

Considering the cost of bamboo alone the price of a basket made
of Srisuk bamboo is about 5-7 baht as against 2 baht for that made of
Sang bamboo. Traders, however, buy these two types of basket et the
seme price and sell both at the same price. Lids of the baskets are
bought by wholesalers for 7 beht per bundle (conteining 10 pieces),
which are then sold out for 10 baht. The corresponding cost per bundle
is 5 baht. During the longan season, the price is about 17 baht per
set of basket but normally it may range from 12 to 20 baht.
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