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ALGAL BIOFERTILIZER TECHNOLOGY FOR IMPROVING
SOIL FERTILITY AND RICE YIELD

Pongtep Antarikanonda, Suriya Sassanarakkit, Rachain Visutthipat,
Nataporn Bhanthumnavin, Siam Sinsawad and Watcharin Ratanaphan

ABSTRACT

TISTR has successfully developed algal biofertilizer technology which was
integrated as one of the main actions in soil improvement program of the government .
Algal biofertilizer produced by TISTR has been proved to be effective in increasing
rice yield. In crop year 1996/1997, TISTR has held 11 training courses concerning
algal biofertilizer technology in 11 provinces, participated by 1,318 farmers including
agricultural extention workers. The evaluation of the training courses has shown that
about 90-96% of participants expressed that understanding and experience gained
from the training could be applied for producing algal biofertilizer for their own use.
They also realized the application of science and technology for improving their living
standard and incomes. TISTR thus achieved not only in developing new technology,
but also in adapting it for an appropriate use in the real social and economic situation.
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