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STATUS OF THE CITRONELLA OIL PRODUCTION

By Nitesna Pichitekul and Acharaporn Punruckvong

ABSTRACT

There are two kinds of citronelle, the Jave and the Ceylon type.
Jave end Ceylon citronella contain totsel geraniol of 85 and 55-65%
respectively, Java citronella is more expensive than Ceylon citronella;

but the latter can be grown in poorer and drier soil than the former,

ALt one time Jave citronella was successfully grown in Theiland,
Once it had been planted the crop wns hervested 5 or 6 times within
the period of 2 years. The total preduction of citronella oil came to
120 kg/rai. Lt present the growing of Java citronella has been ceased,
due mainly to the inéreasing denand for detérgents to replace soup.
L1lthough use has been made of Jave citronella es a composition in the
menufacturing of soep, but the guentity is very small., Only the amount

used for meking mosquito repellent has now been inoreasing.,

Detergents are expensive and cause water pollution, resultiang in
environnental destruction. Hence an effort should be made to promote
the use of soap which will in turn heve the effect of promoting the

production of citronella o0il in Thailand,
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